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Conqress of the United States

Washington, DE 20515

December 19, 2023

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Minister

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud Street, Al Bateen
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Dear Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan:

We write to express our concern with the United Arab Emirates’ support to the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) in Sudan, and urge the UAE to reconsider its policy towards Sudan.
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-Gerjon, “A new mystery airlift between the UAE and Affica”, 30 June 2023 :Jlal Juws Lo 5130 (20)

Declan Walsh, Christoph Koett] and Eric Schmitt, “Talking peace in Sudan, the U.AE. secrefly : ;& (21)
fuels the fight”, New York Times, 29 September 2023.and Nicholas Bariyo and Benoit Faucon, “AU.S.

.ally promised to send aid to Sudan. It sent weapons instead”, Wall Street Journal, 10 August 2023
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RSF's financial growth had transformed it into an empire capable of self-sustainment,
grounded not solely 1n post- April 15, 2023 income but also in accumulated wealth over
time, proving to be pivotal economic support to finance the ongoing war. This strength,
bolstered by UAE assistance crucial to RSF, and strategic investments by RSF leadership,
underscored 1ts resilience. Al Khaleej Bank, overseen by Imad Al-din Atbani, 29 the
chairperson of the bank’s board, exemplified this through its involvement in transactions
with First Abu Dhabi Bank. Documents scrutinized by the panel revealed transactions
totalling 193 million Dirham between Janvary and April 2023, wherein two UAE-based
gold companies facilitated the transfer of gold procedures from RSF in Sudan to First Abu
Dhabi Bank, subsequently redirecting funds to Al Khaleej Bank. The Panel continued to
Investigate the relationship between First Abu Dhabi Bank and Al Khaleej Bank post April
2023,
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RT. HON VICKY FORD MP

TG

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA 0AA

The All Party Parliamentary Group for Sudan and South Sudan held its Annual General Meeting
on Wednesday 20™ March.

As Cross-Party Parllamentarians from the UK, we remain deeply concerned about the dire and
escalating situation in Sudan and South Sudan,

We call for the following.

e An immediate and unconditional ceasefire from all parties invoived in the conflict in
Sudan.

= For all external countries. including the UAE, to end all funding to the warring parties and
end all provision of arms to the confiict in Sudan.

= For unrestricted and unfettered humanitarian access to all areas of Sudan for all civilians
in need.

e For urgent action to address the dire food security situation and humanitarian need In
Sudan. The International Community must step up their financial contributions to
humanitarian aid.

« For the culture of impunity to end. All those who have committed crimes to humanity,
including those committed in the previous Genocide in Darfur, must be held to account.

The members of the Sudan and South Sudan All-Party Parliamentary Group, remain committed
to advocating for peace, stability, and human rights in Sudan. We call on the government and
international community to support these urgent priorities and work together to address the
ongoing and worsening crisis in Sudan.

// g Ford-

The Rt. Hon Vicky Ford M.P.
Chairman

Member of Parliament for Chelmsford
Tel: 0207 219 0138
Email: vicky ford mpédparliament. uk
K1 vickydchelmsford W cavickyford
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Fresh Evidence that a Member of the UN Security
Council is Arming a Genocidal Militia in Sudan

Will this Complicate The COP28 Climate Meeting in Dubai?

MARK LEON GOLDBERG
OCT 23, 2023

A new extension has been built at Farchana camp in Chad's Ouaddai
province, where over 4,000 Sudanese refugees have been relocated from
the border.© UNHCR/Ariadne Kypriadi

Its long been something of anopen secretthat the United Arab
Emirates backs the Rapid Support Forces, a Sudanese paramilitary group.
In April, when civil war broke out in Sudan between the Sudanese Armed
Forces and the Rapid Support Forces, there was little doubt that the Abu
Dhabi would throw its weight behind the RSF.
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A U.S. Ally Promised to Send Aid to Sudan.
It Sent Weapons Instead.

U.A.E. arms shipments are fueling a war that has killed more than
3,900 people and run counter to Biden administration efforts to end
the conflict

By Nicholas Bariyo
Updated Aug. 10, 2023 12:02 am ET

ENTEBBE, Uganda—When a cargo plane landed in Uganda’s busiest
airport in early June, its flight documents said it was carrying humanitarian
aid sent by the United Arab Emirates for Sudanese refugees.

Instead of the food and medical supplies listed on the aircraft's manifest,
Ugandan officials said they found dozens of green plastic crates in the
plane’s cargo hold filled with ammunition, assault rifles and other small arms.

The weapons discovered June 2 at Entebbe airport were part of an effort by
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UAE must cut ties with Sudan's war

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
Date:Monday Nov. 27, 2023 ,12:01 am, The Times

When the people of Sudan took to the streets to call for the ousting of Omar
al- Bashir in 2019, women were at the forefront, leading the movement for
democracy and change. After four months of demonstrations, the reign of
President Bashir was ended.

Now, in a terrible turn of events, Sudanese women are bearing the brunt of
the vicious war that began in mid-April between the Sudanese Armed Forces
(SAF) and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF). More than six
million people have been displaced since the fighting erupted, including an
estimated 105,000 pregnant women, according to the United Nations. Of the
1.2 million who have fled to neighbouring countries, nearly nine in ten are
women and children.
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Fresh From Battles Won With U.A.E. Arms,
Sudanese General Takes Victory Lap

By Declan Walsh reporting from Nairobi, Kenya Jan.19,2024

The New York Times

Lt. Gen. Mohamed Hamdan was greeted by African leaders as if he had
already won Sudan'’s civil war. His forces have secretly been armed by the
United Arab Emirates, an as-yet unpublished U.N. report found.

Lt. Gen. Mohamed Hamdan, the leader of a notorious paramilitary force
fighting for supremacy in Sudan’s civil war, is not the president of his country.
Yet on a recent whirlwind tour of six African nations, he was treated just like
one.

Some of the continent’s most powerful leaders rolled out the red carpet for

General Hamdan after he arrived on a luxury jet for meetings in late

Naramhar and aarhs laniiarns  havina ewannad hie military fatiniiae far
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UAE deploys troops to train Chadian soldiers amid
Sudan crisis

The UAE has a growing interest in Sahelian security.

NEWS
CL-1QS

by Kazim Abdul
January 26, 2024 - Updated on January 28, 2024

in Security

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has been increasing its military and economic
presence in Chad, a key ally in the Sahel region, amid the escalating conflict in
neighbouring Sudan.

According to sources, the UAE has deployed troops to train the Chadian
soldiers in warfare and to operate the equipment supplied to them. The UAE
has also been providing medical assistance and arms to fighters on one side of
the Sudanese civil war, in a covert operation based in a remote town in Chad.

[ o I NSUSGISRY || PR IR P P L T
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Gulf heavyweights vie for influence in African
‘backyard’

By Robbie COREY-BOULET
February 21, 2024 at 1:29 AM EST

Dancers and drummers swarmed the Saudi delegation from the moment
they touched down in Somalia's capital to launch new aid projects, part of
the kingdom's ramped-up outreach to the African nation.

Yet as they politely applauded agreements to provide stationery for
schoolchildren and watering points for livestock, some Somali officials made
clear they hoped Saudi engagement would go much further, including
deeper into the security sphere.

Rattarad hv decadec nf war and a hlandy lelamict inciirnancyy Ramalia thece

Chad receives Nimr MCAV-20 Calidius armoured
vehicles from UAE

The military cooperation pact was one of several bilateral agreements
signed between the two countries.

by Ekene Lionel August 8, 2023 in Army

The UAE has sent a shipment of military vehicles and security equipment to
the Republic of Chad, to support its capabilities in combatting terrorism and
enhancing border protection.

This initiative falls within the framework of the strong ties between the UAE
and Chad at various levels, which have resulted in the signing of several
bilateral agreements, including a military cooperation agreement in June

during the official visit of Mahamat Idriss Deby, Chairman of Chad’s
Tranaitinnal Military C.anineil ta Ahii Dhahi
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The US risks losing its influence in the Horn of
Africa. Here’s how to get it back

Foreign Policy News January 14, 2022 By Gabriel Negatu

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed and his freshly resigned Sudanese
counterpart, Abdalla Hamdok, are arguably the most pro-US leaders in the
Horn of Africa (HoA)—if not the entire continent.

But today, the evolving crises in their countries have exposed Washington’s
lack of a clear and coherent policy for the region. Whether in Ethiopia’s year-
old insurgency or amid Sudan’s military coup, the United States was ill-
prepared to respond.

As a keen observer of the region through my regular contacts with officials
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